Teachable Watershed Systems




Where is the Maidford River?
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Why are we interested?

Part of the NBS
property

e Man-made
problems

Environmental




The Ugly

RI Department of Health Beach Program 2009 Report



Human intervention

Third Beach Boat Ramp pressuring threatened
Piping Plovers

River flow impeded by concrete barrier
Third Beach Road

— weakened dune system
— sand filling in salt marshes

Fecal coliform presence



The Good

SAVE QUR SHORELINE

THE NORMAN BIRD SANCTUARY HAS UNTIL APRIL TO RAISE THE FUNDS TO PUR-
CHASE 23 ACRES OF SAKONNET RIVER FRONTAGE AND BEACH.

THIS PROPERTY WAS SLATED TO BE SOLD TO A MASSACHUSEITS DEVELOPER. THE
NORMAN BIRD SANCTUARY EXERCISED ITS OPTION TO MATCH HIS OFFER, AND
MUST RAISE $3,687,500 BY APRIL 14.

THE SANCTUARY NEEDS THE HELP AND SUPPORT OF THE COMMUNITY TO PRE-
SERVE AND PROTECT THIS CRITICAL LAND FOR THE BENEFIT OF WILDLIFE AND FOR
THE ENJOYMENT OF THE PUBLIC.
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PLEASE HELP THE NORMAN BIRD SANCTUARY WITH YOUR DONATION TO MEET A
$1 MILLION CHALLENGE. YOUR DOLLARS WILL BE MATCHED BY THIS CHALLENGE
GRANT.

YES, I AM A STEWARD OF THE EARTH!

NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY: STATE: Z1p: PHONE:

ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO:
NORMAN BIRD SANCTUARY THIRD BEACH ACCOUNT

PLEASE CHARGE MY VISA/MASTERCARD (CIRCLE ONE)
ACCOUNT# EXPIRATION DATE:

IN THE AMOUNT OF:. §
SIGNATURE:

PLEASE MAIL T0:
NORMAN BIRD SANCTUARY, 583 THIRD BEACH ROAD, MIDDLETOWN, RI 02842
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (401) 846-2577
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Once the Third Beach Club...




..Now the Third Beach Education

‘We hope to reduce the negatlve
~ human impacts to thls watershed_
by educating the youngest
~ residents of Aquidneck Island




What are we doing with this
resource?

*Protecting the land
Inspiring love for natural habitats
*Teaching concepts & connections



Field Trips: Upland Watershed Area




Nelson Pond




Pond and Stream Ecology




Back to the river outlet
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Structured: fish dissection Unstructured: nature discovery



Future Education

e Summer classroom space

e Public outreach
— Aquidneck Island Paddle Party
— Something of that Nature art event

 Expanded field trip curriculum:
— “What’s'in the water?”
— “Rhode Island Wildlife”
— “Wetlands and Watersheds”
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