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Application for Membership

-Name(s).

Street.

Phone/ Email

__ Individual %25
. Family %40

~ Contributor $50
_____Corporate $100
____Supporter $100
____Sponsor $250
~__Patron $500

_ Benefactor $1000

In addition to my dues, [ am enclosing
an extra contribution of $ S
Your contribution is tax deductible .
Thank you for your support!
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Board of Trustees

Robert |. Schiedler, President (Charlestown)
Dante G. fonata, V. President (N. Providence)
Nancy Hess, Secretary (Richmond)
Harold R. Ward (Woodville)

Saul B. Saila (Richmond)

Malcolm J. Grant (Hope Valley)
Thomas B. Boving (Richmond)

[aura J. Bottaro (Saunderstown)

Peter V. August (Arcadia)

Raymond F. Cherenzia (Westerly)

Fred J. Sculco (Westerly)

WPWA Staff

Brian A. Wagner, Executive Director
Lori Urso, Consulting Director
Denise J. Poyer, Program Director
Danielle Aube, Program Asst.

WPWA Campus

203 Arcadia Road, Hope Valley RI
at Barberville Dam & River Access
401-539-9017

Email: info@wpwa.org

Website: www.wpwa.org

Wood-Pawcatuck
Watershed Association

Lower Barberville Falls on the up-
per Wood River, off Arcadia Road.

Opinions expressed in [Vatershed are not necessarily
those of WPWA, its Board of Trustees, or staff.
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Asiatic Clam Corbicula fluminea

Invades Worden Pond

By Ray Hartenstine

n a visit to the Worden

Pond boat launch in late

August, the invasive
Asiatic clam Corbicula
fluminea was found. ¥
The first evidence of
its presence was dead
Asiatic clam shells
The following day,
ten to fifteen qualita- |
tive random samples
were taken with a’
modified
rake, and living adult
clams were found. Subsequent
collections of twenty quantita-
tive samples within a 750 square
centimeter area with the quahog
rake unearthed two caddis fly
cases, one juvenile Campaloma
decisun snail, forty-one live Cor-
bicula, and 76 live native Un-
ionid mussels. It should be noted
that this data is preliminary, and
further sampling is planned.

The invasive adult Corbicula is
sub-oval in shape and looks like
a miniature marine Quahog
clam. It is gold to gold-brown in
color and typically measures 10
to 22 cm long. For physical com-
parison, the common native Rl
adult Elliptio complanata freshwa

Asiatic clam Corbicula found i
quahog in Worden Pond in August pears that Corbicula

has been in Worden

ter mussel is sub-rhomboidal in
shape and measures 60 to 120
cm. It is black-brown to black in
color.

In comparing the rela-
tive abundance of dead
Corbicula shells found
in Tiogue Lake in Cov-
entry, where the clam
was first discovered in
1999, to those found in
"Worden Pond, it ap-

Pond for a shorter period of time
and likely a more recent intro-
duction. The recommended next
investigation would be to sam-
ple several locations throughout
Worden Pond to see if the Asi-
atic clam has been introduced
widely in the water body.

There is a suspicion that Cor-
bicula could alter the trophic
structure of the pond. For in-
stance, in the early 1980’s the
pond had a greater abundance of
Campaloma snails, which
seemed at the time to be one of
the most abundant mollusks
around the public boat launch.
During quantitative sampling in
late August of this year how
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ever, only one live Campaloma
snail was found, and no dead
snail shells were found. How the
presence of Corbicula could im-
pact the native invertebrate
population is not entirely clear.
What is known, however, is that
large Corbicula populations in
other lakes and or rivers do have
periodic die-offs, resulting in the
release of decay products. One
of these is un-ionized ammonia,
which has been known to kill
native mussels and other inver-
tebrates. Once these huge Cor-
bicula die-offs begin to occur,
the environmental conditions
within the lake itself could be
permanently impacted.

Worden Pond is a shallow,
sand-silt bottom environment
which is ideal for Corbicula clam
growth. Populations of 10,000 to
20,000 per meter are not unheard
of, and a population of this size
will affect and change the phyto-
plankton, invertebrate and verte-
brate populations, as well as the
organic dynamics of the pond.
The Wood-Pawcatuck Water-
shed is the cleanest and most
species-diverse watershed in
(Continued on page 6)
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From the Executive Director

A season of change at WPWA

It has been my pleasure to
serve as your executive director
for this second tenure of seven
years, as well as the earlier three.

I am very proud of what we
have accomplished together, to
make WPWA a celebrated leader
in watershed management, and
a model for other organizations.

Among my most proud occa-
sions have been those that have
celebrated others.

In the fall of 1993, T proudly
stood aside Jay Cronan to dedi-
cate our new headquarters in
honor of Charles H. Wright, and
I was deeply moved to stand be-
fore a Jay’s friends and family
this past July to posthumously
dedicate the John M. “Jay”
Cronan River Access to him.

It felt wonderful in May to ini-
tiate the Saul B. Saila Fellowship
in honor of my friend and men-
tor, and to have him present for
the occasion. He has given so
much of himself for us.

It was bittersweet to enjoy one
last lunch with Mitch and Betty
Salomon together in the fall of
2005, after selling off Betty's re-
vered orchid collection to benefit
the Salomon Endowment.
Laughing with Mitch that sunny
afternoon is a treasured memory
today.

Denise Poyer without question
has been the best partner of my
professional career. | want eve-
ryone to know how valuable she
is to the organization, and that it
is her hard work, often over-
looked, that carries us. I am so
glad we had the opportunity to

work together again. She is a
fine and dedicated scientist and
educator, and a truly irreplace-
able asset.

Ray.Cherenzia’s willingness to
share his expertise so freely with
me is the reason so many of our
projects have come to life. I owe
him an enormous debt of grati-
tude for his time and assistance.

Many charitable foundation
leaders have also put a great
deal of faith in me, and sup-
ported WPWA because of it
Tom Black, Doug Lattner, Dave
King, Keith Lang, Devon Pre-
ston, Peter Arnold, and many
others- 1 sincerely appreciate
your consideration.

I appreciate our trustees’ will-
ingness to let me lead in my own
way, and follow my vision for
WPWA. Thank you for the op-
portunity to do so.

To our many friends at
RIDEM- Christine, Brian, Phil,
John, Lisa and others- your open
doors and cooperative nature
have been a g
tremendous [
part of our
success.

Charlie

Hickox and

his name- Photo of Charlie the Heron

by Diana Norton-Jackson
sake, Char-

lie the Heron-I have enjoyed
your impromptu visits, and your
collective inspiration.

Marty my dear- thank you for
sparing me the lawn mowing!

I hear the music is playing in
the background now, so to eve-
ryone else, best
wishes and a

fond farewell. Q KL
Vol

Brian A. Wagner appointed
executive director of WPWA

Brian A. Wagner of Narragan-
sett is the newly-appointed ex-
ecutive director of WPWA.

An environmental attorney
who served sixteen years on staff
at RIDEM, Wagner earned a Ju-
ris Doctor from Tulane Univer-
sity School of Law, where he
was founding editor of the Envi-
ronmental Law Journal. He also
holds a Bachelor of Arts in Geog-
raphy and Marine Affairs from
the University of RI, and is well-
trained in mediation.

Wagner will be welcomed
aboard officially on October 15.

Fred Sculco of Westerly joins
the Board of Trustees

Fred Sculco, a retired environ-
mental educator, has been voted
the newest member of WPWA's
Board of Trustees. He will attend
his first meeting on October 18.

A Westerly native, Sculco has
an impressive resume of profes-
sional training and experience in
the physical sciences. He holds a
Master of Science degree in Vi-
rology, and has had extensive
continuing education in science
and biomedical disciplines.

Professionally he has received
numerous awards of excellence
for his teachings. He has worked
at the secondary and college lev-
els, primarily in the Greater Bos-
ton area, leading several aca-
demic departments in Biology,
Biomedicine, Chemistry, and
Forestry. Among his efforts is
the establishment of a monitor-
ing program for the Charles
River Watershed.
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WPWA CANOE AND HIKING GUIDES

Order Form

Wood-Pawcatuck River Guide (2ud edition)

By Charlie Hickox and Elly Heyder
$ 4.00 members ($5.00 non-members)

Walks in the Watershed
By Charlie Hickox and Elly Heyder
$4.00 members ($5.00 non-members)

Sixteen of the watershed’s best loop hikes contained

Navigate the Wood and Pawcatuck Rivers from

source to sea with this colorful folded map.

___ Wood-Pawcatuck River Routes Map

Walks in the Watershed

Add 31.50 postage and handling per item.

Name

in a handy pocket-sized guide

Address

t Phone _

U Mail form with payment to:
U wpwa

: 203 Arcadia Road

1 Hope Valley, RI1 02832

Current water conditions
delay fall trout stocking

The RI Department of Environ-
mental Management says that
due to elevated water tempera-
tures and low water conditions,
fall trout stocking has been de-
layed. The Wood River, due to
its cool water and rapid flow, is
the only location that was
stocked before Columbus Day
weekend.

Fall is traditionally an excellent
time of the year to enjoy trout
fishing in Rhode Island. RIDEM
expects to stock approximately
10,000 trout before the end of
October for anglers to enjoy.
Generally, about 20 lakes and
rivers are stocked in the fall

A list of stocked ponds and
other information of interest to
anglers can be found on

www.dem.ri.gov, by clicking on
“Fish and Wildlife" wunder
"Offices and Divisions", then
choosing "Freshwater Fisheries".

Small game, upland migratory
bird hunting season posted

The RIDEM Division of Fish
and Wildlife has set the seasons
and bag limits for the Rhode Is-
land small game hunting season
that begins this year on Satur-
day, October 20. Seasons and
bag limits for small game were
set following a public hearing
that was held in June. The 2007-
08 Hunting and Trapping Sea-
son Abstract summarizes vari-
ous laws and regulations affect-
ing wildlife and specifies season
dates and bag limits for game
species. The Abstract is available
from all license vendors as well

as RIDEM's Division of Fish and
Wildlife offices in Wakefield and
West Kingston and the Division
of Licensing in Providence.

Best wishes to John O’Brien

WPWA trustees and staff ex-
tend fond wishes to John
O’'Brien, who recently retired as
deputy director of RIDEM ‘s Di-
vision Fish and Wildlife.

During his tenure, O'Brien
worked to improve recreational
fishing and hunting in RI though
the acquisition of thousands of
acres of open space.

A true friend and partner to
WPWA, O’Brien played a crucial
role in the establishment of the
Barberville public access and
permanent WPWA headquarters
on the Wood River.
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Battling blowdowns to keep
paddlers afloat

By Denise J. Poyer

Paddling on the Wood and
Pawcatuck Rivers is a fun,
healthy outdoor activity, and a
great way to see this beautiful
resource up close. However, be-
cause these are fairly small riv-
ers in heavily forested areas, it is
not uncommon to have trees fall
across the channel, completely
blocking passage by canoe and
kayak. This is a natural occur-
rence caused most often by
storm activity, or the undercut-
ting of a tree on the bank by the
river current. These felled trees
are referred to as “blowdowns,”
and they can turn a fun trip into
an arduous journey. Anyone
who has had to drag a canoe up
and over a blowdown, or port-
age around one through mud
and briars, has had their pa-
tience and endurance tested.
Low water, especially as low as
can occur in Jlate summer
months, can aggravate the situa-
tion and add hours onto what
may have been an easy paddle
in the early spring.

A common question asked by
paddlers in the area is “who’s
responsible for clearing trees out
of the river?” Unfortunately, the
answer is “no one.” However,
for the past two decades,
WPWA has taken on the task of
river trail maintenance, includ-
ing the periodic management of
blowdowns as a service to the
paddling community. Though it
is difficult to respond immedi-
ately to each individual tree that

has fallen, as navigation be-
comes severely impaired by sev-
eral obstructions, WPWA
rounds up volunteers and staff,
and when necessary landscape
professionals, to %
take on these gentle *
glants.

Blowdown clear

of restoring naviga
tion is permitted a

an exemp ted acHv- Volunteer Lisa Dennihy using
clippers to clear limbs from a

the RI blowdown on the Wood River.

ity under
Freshwater Regula-

tions, Rule 6.02, Limited Cutting
or Clearing of Vegetation, sec-
tion J: “The cutting is performed
to remove individual trees or
portions thereof that have fallen
over or into rivers normally ac-
cessible by canoes, kayaks, or
boats.”

Though WPWA has engaged
the services of professional land-
scapers in the past, more re-
cently the cooperation of volun-
teers alongside staff has been
tested in the field. It seems many
are drawn to an opportunity to
use their chainsaws and hack-
saws, and sink their teeth
(liteally) into this type of physi-
cal challenge. In recent months,
WPWA has been fortunate to
have the open-ended energy,
expertise and equipment of
Susan Cerrulo, Jim Cole, Lisa
Dennihy, Christopher Hawver,
John Buscaglia, Sejal Harde,
Charlie Hickox, Chet Hickox,
Brett Mayette, and Christopher
Quinn. These hardy folks have
braved cold water conditions to
assist staff in the tackling of
heavy limbs and fat tree trunks,
in order to make paddling a

more pleasurable experience for
the many boaters who pass thru
our river system. To the others
who have offered, don't despair.
There are plenty of trees stand-
,ing by the riverside,
,Just waiting to topple
over one day.

The combined num-
ber of felled trees
along with low water
conditions  rendered
the rivers practically
unnavigable this sum-
mer. Ten combined
outings were necessary between
June and September to keep the
rivers clear. Areas that needed
particular attention included the
upper Wood River, above the
Barberville Dam; lower Wood
from Switch Road down to the
confluence with the Pawcatuck;
and the Pawcatuck River from
Rt. 112 to Burdickville.

In the process of clearing river
obstructions, it is necessary to be
sensitive to the value that this
woody debris provides for
aquatic species. Fallen debris
creates very important habitat
for all aquatic life that inhabit a
river. Without woody debris in
the water, there are few places
for juvenile fish to hide from
predators. Macroinvertebrates
also colonize woody debris, and
they in turn become food for the
fish. Therefore, when river trails
are managed, it is only to the
extent necessary to allow a ca-
noe or kayak to pass. The intent
is never to remove all obstacles
from the channel. This is nature,
after all. The challenge of skirt-

ing around, over under, or even
(Continued next page)

Blowdowns
(Continued from previous page)

through blowdowns, provides
an element of fun and interest to
a river trip.

When paddling the rivers, be
aware that different water levels
present different problems with
blowdowns. For instance, high
water levels were predominant
in June, during outings on the
Pawcatuck between the Jay
Cronan River Access on Rt. 91
and the Burdickville Road
bridge. At the same river seg-
ment in September, the water
level was so low that formerly
submerged blowdowns became
exposed and caused big prob-
lems for boaters. Clearing this
segment the second time around
required two days of work. Un-
til much-needed precipitation
allows the water levels to rise
again, paddling may continue to
be tricky on all river segments
for this same reason.

The WPWA website is a re-
source for information on river
conditions. The organization
hopes to develop this feature
more formally with an online
blog in the future. Until then,
members and river users can
email denisep@wpwa.org to re-
port obstructions and low-water
conditions for posting on
www.wpwa.org. As conditions
improve and obstructions are
cleared, the information will be
updated. Remember, resource
limitations and safety concerns
make it impossible to respond
immediately to each and every
obstruction. Most of this work is
concentrated in August and Sep-
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tember, though some is con-
ducted in the spring prior to the
Source-to-Sea paddle in June.

For the adventurous who at-
tempt the wild stretch from
Worden Pond to Biscuit City
Landing, aka the Charles River,
beware. There are several natu-
ral obstructions from Beaver ac-
tivity along this relatively nar-
row channel. As it is the most
pristine section of river in our
watershed, and in R, this area is
left to its own devices. WPWA
makes no attempt to clear it, and
does not promise to do so in the
future. Should you decide to at-
tempt it, be prepared for a chal-
lenge. Some may enjoy it, others
will be overwhelmed.

The one type of obstruction
WPWA opts to ignore is the bea-
ver dam. Though pesky at times,
the beavers’ work is considered
a natural obstruction and a nor-
mal part of the river landscape.
Also, they tend to be more to-
ward the surface of the river, as
opposed to blowdowns which
can rise several feet above the
surface. Under normal flow con-
ditions, most boaters can paddle
over the top of them with just a
little extra effort. Moreover, the
removal of beaver-created ob-
structions is truly an exercise in
futility, as no sooner is the ob-
struction cleared by man, na-
ture’s engineers very quickly,
overnight usually, rebuild the
dam. The RI Department of En-
vironmental Management also
maintains a hand-off approach
toward all beaver dams, as they
are considered a part of the nor-
mal ecosystem.

Best wishes to our URI
Coastal Fellow Michelle Hetu

She has spent three summers
collecting bugs, deploying tem-
perature loggers, collecting wa-
ter samples, and sampling fish
(and that's the abbreviated list),
and now in her senior year at
= = URI, Michelle
Hetu has fin-
ished up her
third and final
__ summer in-

; ternship at
WPWA.

Michelle ar-
rived  earlier
than us, left later, and even put
in a Saturday now and again.
She has been a very dedicated,
Jill-of-all-trades, and we have
appreciated her contributions
and her company.

In her final year as an Envi-
ronmental Science major, Mi-
chelle is presently weathering
the storm of Frank Golet's infa-
mous wetland class, currently
suffering through Pete Au-
gusts’s acronym-filled GIS
course, and enjoying a respite of
birding in the Ornithology class.

Michelle had become quite a
soil scientists over the past few
years, participating in several
soil judging competitions. She
also created and exhibited post-
ers for WPWA at two RI Natural
History Survey conferences.

We sincerely thank Michelle
for her fine work and commit-
ment to our organization. It will
be very difficult to find another
intern of her caliber or dedica-
tion. We wish Michelle the very
best in the future.
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Corbicula
(Continued from Page 1)

Rhode Island. An Asiatic clam
infestation could have a serious
adverse impact on this. More-
over, the fact that Worden Pond
sits at the headwaters of the
Pawcatuck River could give rise
to a downstream migration into
the system.

Recently a series of press re-
leases has been distributed to
local journals advising shoreline
residents to refrain from using
the Asiatic clam as fishing bait,
and to refrain from other activi-
ties that would encourage the
spread of the clam to other re-
gional waterbodies. Addition-
ally, residents who pump water
from these surface water sources
should be advised that the clams
can migrate into pipes and clog
them, if they are located near the
bottom or in the substrate.

In a recent conversation with
native mussel specialist Ethan
Nedeau, who identified Cor-
bicula at similar boat lauches on
Cape Cod, the possibility of
young clams attaching to boat
bottoms was discussed. In
Nedeau’s opinion, the clams
might survive a couple of days
out of the water, long enough to
allow them to be transported as
the boat launches into its next
surface water body. One recom-
mendation is steam cleaning of
the boat bottom to kill any mi-
croscopic clams before launch-
ing the vessel elsewhere. This
type of service is provided in
states where Zebra mussels are
found, as a preventative meas-
ure.

In terms of monitoring the

spread of the clam, specialists
should take note, and get in-
volved in the tracking of phyto-
plankton and zooplankton, mol-
lusk, insect and fish populations,
along with chemical and bio-
chemical changes that may oc-
cur. Another suggestion is for
colleges and universities in our
state set up a consortium to
study this event and share data
and documentation on the
growth of the clam in Worden
Pond and elsewhere.

As a final note, this clam is edi-
ble, and in lakes of sufficient wa-
ter quality, it may be harvested
just like fish. However, elevated
levels of mercury are often
found in freshwater lakes in RL
So consumers should be advised
that any limits on consuming
fish in those ponds would also
apply to Corbicula clams.

Ray Hartenstine is a RI Watershed
Steward, and a WPWA Volunteer.
He can be reached at 401-456-1905.

River House for Rent

WPWA is officering for lease a
three-bedroom cottage that sits
on the property of our Barber-
ville campus, alongside the up-
per Wood River.

The house has an eat-in
kitchen, living room, bathroom
with tub and shower, full base-
ment, and lots of closets. .

The monthly rent is $1250.
Minimum one-year lease. Occu-
pancy is available for November
1. WPWA prefers non-smokers
and no pets.

Interested parties may call 401-
539-9017 for more information.

WPWA participates in Trail
Planning and Design Session

The Trail Planning and De-
sign Workshop for Rhode Is-
land Land Trusts, Watershed
Organizations, and Other
Grassroots Groups, was held at
the Audubon Society Head-
quarters in Smithfield RI on
October 13. The event was
sponsored by RI Land Trust
Council, Narragansett Bay Es-
tuary Program, and the Na-
tional Park Service, and was
organized on behalf of the
Land and Water Partnership by
Meg Kerr and Rupert Friday.

John Munroe of the National
Park Service was the workshop
instructor. He began the event
with a discussion of the Guid-
ing Principles for trails, and
how they mesh with each or-
ganizations mission.

More than 35 individuals
from various statewide organi-
zations attended the event. Par-
ticipants looked at trail plan-
ning and design using their
groups mission statements and
specific geographic areas as
guides. The process of work-
ing with private landowners to
establish trail easements was
discussed, as well as the wet-
land permitting process . Field
sessions included identifying
trail problems and brainstorm-
ing possible solutions.

All of the workshop informa-
tion is available online at
www.landandwaterpartnershi
p.org/library.

Fish passage alternatives
presented in Shannock Fish
Passage Feasibility Study

The recently completed Shan-
nock Fish Passage Feasibility
Study, compiled by engineering
consultants  Milone
and MacBroom, Inc.
of Cheshire, CT, out-
lines several alterna-
tives for achieving fish
passage on the upper
Pawcatuck River and
the Worden
spawning habitat.

The study, funded by RI
Coastal Estuaries Habitat Trust,
NOAA-American Rivers Part-
nership, US Fish and Wildlife
Service, and WPWA, began in
the summer of 2006. The scope
of work included field inspec-
tions at three dams in Shannock
and Kenyon, namely the lower
Shannock Falls dam, the upper
Shannock Horseshoe Falls dam,
and the Kenyon Dam at Kenyon
Industries; review of available
mapping and storm data; pre-
liminary historic and cultural
investigations; and field sam-
pling of sediment and water
quality parameters. Following
this, potential alternatives for
restoring passage were analyzed
by running their scenarios
through engineering models of
river flow and conditions.

Three public meetings were
held during the process to gauge
public interest in the potential
alternatives, to collect locally-
known data and information
about river use and history, and
to generally give the public an
opportunity to express their

Pond  Shannock Horseshoe Falls on
the upper Pawcatuck River
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opinions about the structures.
The resource value of achiev-
ing successful passage at the
three obstructions is the poten-
tial to open up nearly 1300 acres
of spawning habitat for diadro-
mous species that historically
ran the system, and

¢ reside year round.

It is WPWA’'s fur-
ther intent to use this

assage to improve
aquatic habitat for the
native Brook Trout,
encouraging design that accom-
modates this weaker swimmer.

Now that the feasibility report
is complete, the next step is to
determine consensus on the part
of partners and stakeholders
with regard to which alterna-
tives to pursue at each location.
Once determinations are made,
funding can be sought for design
and planning for alternatives,
and the next phase of necessary
additional archaeological and
historic investigations.

Grant monies are available for
fish passage projects from vari-
ous state and federal sources,
and private interests.

The Feasibility Report is avail-
able for review at WPWA. The
Richmond Town Planner also
has a copy. Advance appoint-
ment is recommended.

URI Watershed Watch 2007
season comes to a close

WPWA is especially grateful to
our Watershed Watch volunteers
for twenty-six weeks of monitor-
ing our surface waters this sea-
son.

Carol Ann and Mark Baker,
Harvey Buford, Pat Fontes,
Criag Hotchkiss, Lorraine
Joubert and George Loomis, Bill
Hixson, Tony Imbriglio, Bruce
Burns, David Smith, Patrick Gal-
lagher, Al Ball, Lawson Cary,
Mike Walsh, Thomas and Mich-
ele McCormick, Kristin and Don
Chambers, Anne Marie Tavares,
Werner Wiskari, Marie and Paul
Leinhaas, Karen and Mike
Cryan, Sandy Neuschatz, Judy
Kaplin, Keith Manning, Sam
Curry, Sue Cerullo, Jim Cum-
mings, Peter and Ginny Stack,
Sindy Hempstead, Virginia
Wootten, Chris Turner, Deb Luz,
Gerri Miceli, Anne Sheffield, J.
Benjamin Bradley, and Sher and
Jim Schroer — many many thanks
for your time and efforts. Linda
and Elizabeth may now enjoy
running your samples all winter!

Year-end opportunity to make
charitable gifts from your IRA

The two-year IRA charitable
rollover provision, adopted for
2006 and 2007 only, permits in-
dividuals aged 70 1/2 or older to
make gifts to non-profits directly
from their IRA, tax-free.

This special provision allows
transfers of up to $100,000. You
may ask your IRA custodian to
transfer money directly to chari-
ties, such as WPWA, to exclude
that distribution from your tax-
able income.

To initiate an IRA charitable
rollover, speak with your IRA
administrator. You may desig-
nate your gift anyway you'd
like, for general support or en-
dowment purposes.
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Application for Membership

Name(s) .
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City _State Zip_
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__Individual $25
_____Family $40
,,,,,, _Contributor $50
_____Corporate $100
_____Supporter $100
Sponsor $250
___Patron $500
Benefactor $1000

In addition to my dues, I am enclosing
an extra contributionof $___

Your contribution is tax deductible.
Thank you for your support!

4 AapreA adoy
6 "ON JuLa
1o1g uoN
avd
a8ws04 S

Board of Trustees

Malcolm J. Grant, President (Hope Valley)
Peter V. August, V. President (Arcadia)
Harold R. Ward, Treasurer (Woodville)
Laura ]. Bottaro, Secretary(Saunderstown)
Robert J. Schiedler, (Charlestown)
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at Barberville Dam & River Access
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Website: www.wpwa.org

Wood-Pawcatuck
Watershed Association

To Sponsor Our
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On the Passing of Lawson Cary:
A True Champion of Our Local Waters

By Denise Poyer

t is with deep regret that |

write about the passing this

past spring of Lawson Cary,
Jr. In my capacity as the Pro-
gram Director for WPWA 1 have
been privileged to work with
many volunteers over the last
fourteen years. All of them are
caring, enthusiastic people who
really want to help the Wood-
Pawcatuck Watershed. For
many reasons, the volunteer who
stands out the most has always
been Lawson. Ask anyone who
knew him and you will hear
terms such as tireless, commit-
ted, dedicated, devoted, tena-
cious, loyal, responsible, depend-
able, and honorable. It was not
only his friends and family who
could depend on Lawson, but
also the many organizations for
which he volunteered.

According to his son,
Lawson Cary, III, Lawson be-
came very involved with volun-
teerism around the time of his
retirement in 1995, after thirty
years of employment with the
Hoechst Celanese Corporation.
It was his passion for fly fishing,
particularly for native brook
trout in the Falls and Wood Riv-

ers, that lead to his two other
passions - bringing others into
the sport and protecting brook
trout habitats. It was his deep
commitment to the sport that
gave him so much pleasure and
also drove him to put most of his
time and energy into assuring
that this same opportunity
would be there for future genera-
tions. This drive naturally led
him to taking an active part in
the running of the Narragansett
Chapter of Trout Unlimited
(NCTU). From there he started
to volunteer conducting water
quality monitoring on the Falls
River for URI Cooperative Exten-
sion’s, Watershed Watch. Al-
though WPWA sponsors water
quality monitoring on most of
the sites in the Wood-Pawcatuck
Watershed (i.e. provides volun-
teers and funds), Lawson ar-
ranged to have NCTU cover the
cost of the Falls River monitor-
ing. He expanded the monitor-
ing activities to include flow
measurements, helped purchase
a flow meter for Watershed
Watch, and even built a case to
house the instrument. Lawson
never left things half done.

My association with Law-
son started around this time be-

FALL 2008

Lawson Cary (left foreground)
Leading one of many Fly Tying
Workshops

cause his intense interest in pre-
serving and improving brook
trout habitat matched WPWA's
goals. While it is not possible to
cover every project Lawson ac-
complished, I will just menton a
few. With the Arcadia Manage-
ment Council he had erosion
control structures installed at
several high traffic fishing ac-
cesses on the Wood and Falls
River. He was instrumental in
helping WPWA receive grant
funding from the National Trout
Unlimited program to research
sea-run brook trout on Red
Brook in MA. More recently he
was the driving force behind a
stream continuity project to as-
sess the effects that road
(Continued on page 3)
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From the Executive Director

This summer our campus
was filled with the sounds of ex-
cited children as they paddled the
calm waters just outside our office
windows. Many visitors came to
take advantage of our low cost
paddle programs or simply spend
the day fishing from our public
dock. I was grateful to meet many
of our members this summer as
they brought their families to enjoy
the beautiful weather and all we
offer at WPWA.

Our efforts to optimize fish
passage on the Pawcatuck River
could finally be seen late this sum-
mer as the Bradford Fish Ladder
Modification went into the con-
struction phase. Behind the scenes,
groundwork was laid to begin en-
gineering the removal of the
Lower Shannock Falls Dam.
WPWA hopes to bring the engi-
neering firm of Fuss & O'Neill on
board soon to begin the design and
permitting for the Lower Falls re-
moval.

The Vernal Pool volunteer
program was a tremendous suc-
cess! Nearly 100 volunteers offered
their time on the weekends to
make this project a reality. Fami-
lies made up the core of the volun-
teers giving their children a first
opportunity to become stewards of
the watershed. This project clearly
demonstrated how many of you
enjoy combining learning with rec-
reation. One of our missions for
the upcoming year will be to adopt
the “No Child Left Inside” initia-
tive which will get our youth back
out in the wild while helping to
bring families closer together. We
hope to see all of you paddling the

river, hiking the trails, J 4
or casting your lines in %
20091

HopArts Teams Up
with WPWA For 2008 Trail

By Chris Fox & Leah Grear

The HopArts Studio trail
was founded in 2006 to build and
strengthen our communities
through the arts. WPWA follows
the same mission by involving
the local townspeople in their
natural environment. Many of
the HopArts artists, inspired by
our wild surroundings, choose to
work with natural mediums and
depict wildlife or nature in their
art. This connection to the envi-
ronment inspired the partnership
between the WPWA and Ho-
pArts. “As we came together as
artists, it was our realization that
most of the artists chose to reside
in this part of Rhode Island be-
cause of their love of the area and
the watershed” says HopArts co-
ordinator Leah Grear. “We hope
through this partnership to con-
tinue building connections with

each other, with the arts, and
with the environment”.

As part of this partnership
WPWA will host two artists at its
Barberville Campus in 2008,
Serena Bates, nationally re-
nowned sculpture and students
from the Chariho Regional
School will utilize our conference
room and education center to
display their creations. This
year’s trail will include over 35
artists many opening their studio
doors to give the public and in-
side look at where they craft their
masterpieces. For those artists
unable to host a stop on the trail,
local businesses and non-profits
like WPWA will provide space
for artists to display their art.

The WPWA is proud to
announce its partnership with
HopArts and predicts this year’s
trail will be an overwhelming
success. Last year nearly 500 peo-
ple followed the trail and even
more are expected to participate
this fall. The studio trail is free,
open to the public,

oo Patrisla Serow

Rairt or shine

Hoplinton and adj

Third Annual

HOPATts

October 18 and 19, from 1o am to g pm

Enjoy a tour through the studios of
artists and srtisans from rural

and is schedule for
October 18 and 19t
10am to 4 pm, rain
or shine. For more
information on the

studiotrail
artists and  map
pickup  locations
please visit

www . hoparts.org.
Show your support
wes. | fOT the arts and envi-

our communities.

Take & day to stroll from stadio to
studio amid the antumn foliage and
discover the rich enlture hidden in

Brochures (Maps can be picked up 3t numerous focations.
Viskt www HopArts org for more information,

ronment, be sure to
make WPWA’s
headquarters a prior-
ity stop for you on
this year’s trail!

Leah Grear, Artist
Chris Fox, WPWA

Exec. Dir.
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WPWA CANOE AND HIKING GUIDES

Order Form

Wood-Pawcatuck River Guide (2nd edition)

By Charlie Hickox and Elly Heyder
$ 4.00 members ($5.00 non-members)

Walks in the Watershed
By Charlie Hickox and Eily Heyder
$4.00 members ($5.00 non-members)

Sixteen of the watershed’s best loop hikes contained

Navigate the Wood and Pawcatuck Rivers from

source to sea with this colorful folded map.

RO AW ATUOK
BIVER IO

1 .
g Quantity:

__ Wood-Pawcatuck River Routes Map

______ Walks in the Watershed

Add 31.50 postage and handling per item.

in a handy pocket-sized guide
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I
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Mail form with payment to:
WPWwA

203 Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, RI 02832
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1
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Interestingly, the Euro-
pean eel, a closely related spe-
cies, spawns slightly to the east
of the American eel in the Sar-
gasso Sea. The larval European
eel drifts eastward for a period
of two to three years before it
reaches the European coast.
There the European eels ascend
rivers to feed and then, eventu-
ally, return to their spawning
area. The American eel can be
distinguished from the conger
eel, which is found exclusively in
our marine waters, by the fact
that the dorsal fin of the Ameri-
can eel begins far behind its pec-
toral fin.

Freshwater eels are con-
sidered a delicacy in Europe and

Japan. This is not generally true

in the United States. My father,
who was born in Finland, pre-

ferred eels over any other fish I
caught as a youth. Regrettably,
there seems to be some evidence
for a recent significant decline in
the population of American eels
from several regions of the
North  American  continent.
There are no specific explana-
tions for this decline over the
past decade or more. However, |
believe that the demand for glass
eels and elvers in Asia fostered
an intensive (and sometimes ille-
gal) fishery in the United States,
with prices reaching as high as
$800 per kilogram. An east coast
wide eel management incentive
has been taken by The Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion to limit and control mortal-
ity and to enhance available
habitat several years ago. It is
hoped that this incentive will

improve our knowledge and
provide suitable controls in or-
der to sustain an active fishery
for this remarkable and interest-
ing fish. By the way, I think that
smoked American Eel is a real
delicacy!

Dr. Saul Saila,
WPWA Board Member &
International Fisheries Expert

atthew Brown

Matt Brown shows off this HUGE
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Bradford Fish Ladder
Modification is Underway

By David Smith & Chris Fox

WPWA is proud to an-
nounce that the Bradford Fish
Ladder Modification project is
underway. The Bradford fish
ladder, constructed by RIDEM in
the early 1980’s, has endured an-
nual high water events that have
altered the original stream chan-
nel. Erosion around the ladder,
combined with high water that
traditionally occurs during the
spring fish migration, has led to
a reduction in the number of fish
utilizing the ladder.

On occasion, the entrance
to the ladder is submerged, ren-
dering it inaccessible to the mi-
gratory fish. Fish are attracted to
the turbulent waters that flow
from the ladder’s entrance, when
the entrance is submerged; fish
species such as shad, herring,
salmon and trout become con-
fused and cannot locate it. As a
result, many of these fish at-
tempt to migrate over the adja-
cent Bradford Dye Dam. Unable
to make the giant leap, a vast
number of fish exhaust them-
selves and expire at the dam
without spawning and produc-
ing next year’s crop of returning
fish.

One benefit of the project
will be the stabilization of the
surrounding streambank allow-
ing for safer portage around the
ladder by kayakers and canoe-

' FUSS&O’NEILL

Disciplines to Deliver

ists. WPWA §
hopes to
bring schoo
groups to
the view th
ladder dur-
ing the
spring 2009
fish migra-
tion. The
awe inspiring sight of fish mak-
ing their way up the ladder is a
great way to inspire and involve
children in their local environ-
ment.

The construction cost
alone for improvements to the
Bradford ladder are expected to
exceed $80,000 and should be
completed by Wilco Develop-
ment by late October. This pro-
ject has been made possible
through funding from the
USDA'’s Natural Resource Con-
servation Service, and the US
Fish & Wildlife Service. WPWA
has also partnered with RIDEM
which owns the ladder and the
Bradford Dyeing Association,
which owns the land on which
the ladder sits.

The repair of the Bradford
Fish Ladder is a critical compo-
nent of WPWA'’s efforts to opti-
mize fish passage on the Pawcat-
uck River. The river restoration
projects taking place in the vil-
lage of Shannock rely on the suc-
cessful repair of the Bradford
ladder. In order to restore fish
migrations to Wordens Pond in
South Kingstown, the Potter Hill
Mill and Bradford Fish Ladders

ONRCSE=-

Bradford Fish Ladder During High Water
removals and fish ladder addi-

WILCO DEVELOPMENT

must be func-
tioning at their
optimal levels.
This will maxi-
mize the num-
ber of fish re-
turning to
Shannock and
with the
planned dam

tions there, hopefully restore
passage to the 1300 acre pond.
This historic spawning ground
has been inaccessible to migra-
tory fish for generations and its
restoration as a breeding ground
will benefit fish and fishermen
alike. WPWA hopes this restora-
tion plan will help support the
dwindling off shore fish stocks
and revitalize the breeding
stocks.

These projects come with
a high price. The dollars and
time required to make these pro-
jects a reality is enormous. The
WPWA is the only local organi-
zation with the capacity to take
on such projects but continues to
struggle to find the time and
funds required to implement
these historic fishway restoration
efforts. Your help is needed to
make these valuable projects a
reality. Please contact us to find
out how you can help restore mi-
gratory fish to Wordens Pond for
the benefit of future generations!

David Smith is the Editor of the Wood Rrver Press & Friend
of the WPWA

Vernal Pool Project is a
“Splashing” Success

By Denise Poyer

This past spring WPWA
launched a pilot project to see if
volunteers could be trained to
assess whether or not small
pools in the watershed were ver-
nal pools (see “Watershed” Spring
2008). At a follow up
meeting with Rhode ,
Island Department of
Environmental Man-
agement (RIDEM) it
was agreed that the
project was an overwhelming
success. A preliminary report
showed that 75 WPWA volun-
teers assessed 140 potential pools
in seven towns in the watershed.
RIDEM staff also conducted the
same field assessments, basically
volunteering to work on this pro-
ject by special arrangements with
their department heads. To-
gether, WPWA volunteers and
RIDEM staff visited over 350
pools in nine towns during April
and early May. Of the pools as-
sessed, over half were confirmed
to be Vernal Pools. This means
volunteers found evidence indi-
cating that obligate vernal pool
amphibians were using the pools
for breeding. In many cases vol-
unteers saw egg masses from
spotted salamanders or wood
frogs. Often fairy shrimp were
found alongside the egg masses.
Later in the project, tadpoles
could be seen in the many of the
vernal pools. On rare occasions a
few of the adult animals were
seen.

(sheets completed by WPWA vol-
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This project was also
deemed a success because of the
opportunity for education and
outreach to the public. Many
people volunteered so that they
could learn more about vernal
pools. Most of the volunteers

HOPARTS TRAIL
October 18 & 19
10am-4pm
Free To All
Join Serena Bates & Chariho
School Artists

had never seen wood frogs or at the
o WPWA Campus
amphibian egg masses before. R

When returning forms and
equipment, almost every volun-
teer exclaimed about how much
fun they had. It also mattered to
them that their efforts will be
translated into usable data for
future land management.

A final report will be pro-
duced by RIDEM from the data

WPWA

Calendar of Events

unteers and RIDEM  staff.

RIDEM will also provide WPWA N y .n
with maps showing assessed and CAROLINA-SOUTH
confirmed vernal pools, which TRAIL HIKE

Saturday, November 15 from 10am-1pm

BULLET AND HIGH
LEDGES HIKE

Saturday, November 29 from 10am-lpm

will be published later on our
website. At this time WPWA and
RIDEM are working on plans to
continue the project next spring
to assess potential vernal pools
on protected property in the wa-

tershedWPWA - WESTERLY TOWN
was supported in -

this project by generous grants FOREST HIKE
from the Cornell Douglas Foun- Saturday, December 20 from 10am-1pm
dation, Kayla Jean Ricci Memo- .

rial Foundation, and Rhode Is- LONG & ELL POND
land Rivers Council. HIKE

Saturday, January 10 from 10am-1pm

Rhode Island |

LEARN THE ART OF
FLY TYING

Saturday, January 24 from 9am-12pm

Council For More Information
or to
Kayla Jean Ricei Register
Foundation Call (401) 539-9017
$10 Members

$15 Non Members
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The American Eel
A Fascinating Fish

By Dr. Saul Saila

Whenever WPWA has
done fish sampling, we inevita-
bly find American eels of all
sizes. Although they are com-
mon throughout our streams,
this fascinating fish lives a secre-
tive and intriguing life beyond
the Wood-Pawcatuck Water-
shed. They are considered a
catadromous fish, meaning they
spawn in salt water but spend
much of their lives feeding in
fresh or brackish water. This is
the opposite of an anadromous
fish, such as the Atlantic salmon,
who spawns in fresh water but
spend most of their lives feeding
out at sea. While American eels
are found from Florida to Nova
Scotia, much of their life history
is still mysterious.

It was common knowl-
edge that young elvers (the
newly pigmented eels) move
into freshwater streams in the
early spring, and that adults mi-
grated downstream to the sea in
the autumn. Until the beginning
of 20t century, however, their
full life history remained un-
known. A Danish scientist
named Johannes Schmidt discov-
ered the breeding place by track-
ing larvae in various stages of
development from towed net
catches. From this process he
was also able to describe the
early life history stages in some
detail.

All American eels start
life in the Sargasso Sea, south

and east of Bermuda. Female
eels are extremely fertile, pro-
ducing as many as ten million
eggs. Each egg is only about one
millimeter in diameter. The fe-
males all die after spawning and
do not return to their original
feeding grounds.  The eggs,
spawned in relatively deep wa-
ter, hatch into transparent larvae,
termed leptocephali. These
newly hatched eels retain their
larval flattened form for about
one year, during which time they
passively drift near the surface of
the sea. Some of these drifting

larvae are

under cover or buried in the
sediments. American eels can
grow to a size of more then three
feet. Individual eels over sixteen
inches in length are almost ex-
clusively females, which tend to
ascend upstream much further
than the male. In general, the
male eels are likely to remain
near the mouth of the rivers or in
brackish water.

At the end of the growing
period (which is quite variable)
the American eel stops feeding
and the process of sexual matu-
ration begins. Firstly, the pig-

ment of the

swept up S eel changes
in the / Mok from a
Gulf \ brownish
Stream Leptocephalus P green color to
which car- [ ot vare , ) a dark grey or
R water) {Freshyater)

ries them ok  Oceasic Continental black upper
to the body and a
American pure  white
coast, in- color below.
cluding The eyes
our water- enlarge

shed area. greatly and

A metamorphosis occurs when
the larvae are near the edge of
the continental shelf. There, the
flattened larvae turn mto trans-
parent glass eels which are eel-
like in appearance. The glass eel
then becomes pigmented when
entering estuaries or mouths of
streams.

American eels may spend
from five to twenty years in
fresh or brackish coastal waters
where they feed and grow. Eels
are both predators and scaven-
gers, and they will eat almost
anything they are able to swal-
low. They are nocturnal in habit
and spend the daylight hours

the pectoral fin becomes larger
and darker in color. Both males
and females now become silver
eels and begin migration to the
Sargasso Sea. Mature eels near
the Atlantic coast need to swim a
distance of several hundred
miles in order to reach their tra-
ditional spawning grounds. We
do not yet have sufficient details
on neither the migration path
nor the directional cues used to
make this remarkable journey.
Nor do we have sufficient
knowledge about the actual
spawning act at this time.

(Continued on next page)

Lawson Cary {cont. from page 1)

crossings had on streams in the
Wood, Beaver, and Queen Riv-
ers’ subwatersheds. Lawson
taught a number of fly tying and
fly fishing programs, not only for
WPWA, but also for local schools
and organizations such as
Women in the Outdoors. One of
his most rewarding volunteer
efforts was to teach fly fishing to
cancer survivors at the Deer
Creek Camp in Foster, RI. Every
April he facilitated WPWA's
Opening Day of Trout Fishing
Program, choosing always to be

at the “children-only” Frosty
Hollow Pond.
It is im-

portant to re- — -
member that g i;“&‘f/
Lawson did not

Al ROV

accomplish rgv
these projects UNLIMITED
alone. Perhaps

R p Narragansett Chapter
his greatest

achievement was his ability to
organize, inspire, cajole, harry
and encourage others to share in
his work and goals. As a mem-
ber of Trout Unlimited he served
on the board of the local chapter
for fifteen years and held the po-
sition of president three times.
Besides WPWA and Watershed
Watch, Lawson worked with the
RI Department of Environmental
Management (RIDEM), Research
Council and Development of RI
(RC&D), Natural Resource Con-
servation Service (NRCS),
Women in the Outdoors, Chariho
Middle School, and a host of fish-
ing clubs including United
FlyTyers of RI. Whenever some-
one was needed to spearhead a
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project, Lawson was called.

During the last several
years of his life, Lawson received
numerous awards and recogni-
tion for his tireless efforts to-
wards his twin goals of getting
people out fishing and preserv-
ing the habitat for fish. As 1
stood in line at his wake, I was
pleased to see all the plaques and
certificates along with many pic-
tures of him doing what he
loved, working with others and
fishing. These honors attest to
the understanding by many peo-
ple in environmental fields of
what an extraordinary man he
truly was.

Lawson’s Awards Include

2001 WPWA Volunteer of the
Year for URI Watershed Watch

2003 Founders Award

Alfred L. Hawkes Environmental
Achievement Award from
RIDEM 2005

2005 RI Rivers Hero Award from
the RI Rivers Council

Citations from the Office of
Lieutenant Gov. and RI House of
Representatives 2005

NRCS Friend of Conservation
Award 2007

RC&D of RI Council 2007 Spirit
Award

RIDEM Forest Environment 2008
Certificate of Appreciation

Shortly before his passing, a fish-
ing access on the Falls River in
the Arcadia Management Area
was dedicated in his honor.
Lawson appreciated and was
proud of every one of these hon-
ors.

[ believe that Lawson
would like to be remembered for
something else - above all he was
a skilled fisherman. He built his
own rods, tied his own flies, and
traveled to beautiful areas of the
country to enjoy fly fishing with
his friends. He was known for a
few of the flies he developed,
most notably his own special
Lawson’s Horse Fly and the Yellow
-Jacket Fly. Last fall Lawson ap-
proached WPWA to set up an
informal, weekly fly tying group
at our campus during the winter.
Every Wednesday morning a
group of mostly retired men
would get together to tie flies
and chat. This was more than
just killing time until spring fish-
ing, for this was a group that
kept in touch with each other,
supported each other, and wel-
comed anyone who wanted to
learn or improve their fly tying
skills.

Lawson’s greatest legacy
may be that the feisty little native
brook trout that he worked so
hard to protect will always lo-
cally be connected to him. I
heard a fitting comment this past
summer, when I was speaking
with a fly fisherman on the Wood
River. I asked how the fishing
was and, referring to the
brookies, he said, “I caught a
couple of, what we call,
‘Lawson’s trout’.” Lawson will
be missed by each and every per-
son whose life he touched, both
directly and indirectly.

Denise Poyer
WPWA Program Director



Rhode Island
Department of Environmental Management

DIVIS&ON OF FISH AND WILDLIFE  sax 01 seie
4808 Tower Hill Road '
Wakefield, RI 02879

Christopher Fox March 26, 2009

Executive Director

Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203B Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, RI 02832

Dear Chris,

This letter is in response to the Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association and partner’s efforts to
apply for funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, to restore
anadromous fish to the upper Pawcatuck River. The proposed anadromous fish restoration
projects at Lower Shannock Falls, Horseshoe Falls, and Kenyon Mill Dam will provide river
herring with an additional 1,300 acres of spawning and nursery habitat, create connectivity along
the river for resident species and improve overall riverine habitat conditions. Currently the
Division operates and maintains two Denil fishways on the lower Pawcatuck River and conducts
numerous scientific research projects on the system. The upper Pawcatuck River is a high
priority for anadromous fish passage, therefore the DEM/Division of Fish and Wildlife supports
the association with this restoration project. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact

me at (401) 789-3094.

Sincerely,
2/
i
Mark Gibson
Acting Chief

Cc: Christine Dudley
Phil Edwards



The Nature Conservancy in Rhode Island tet  [401] 3317110
159 Waterman Street fax  [401] 273.4902
Providence, RI 02906

The Nature
Conservancy.

BAYING THE LAST GREAT PLACES ON EARTH nature.org/rhodeisland

March 17, 2009

Chris Fox

Executive Director

Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203B Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, RI 02832

Dear Chris:

Please accept this letter of support for the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association’s
(WPWA) application to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for
financial support from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 for fish passage on
the Pawcatuck River.

The Nature Conservancy, along with NOAA, WPWA, Rhode Island Department of
Environmental Management (DEM), and other agencies, has identified restoring connectivity as
a key conservation strategy for the Pawcatuck watershed. We are thrilled that WPWA has taken
on three key and challenging projects in the Pawcatuck River, namely the removal of the Lower
Shannock Falls and Kenyon Mill dams and the construction of a denil fish ladder at the
Horseshoe Dam.

All three projects have been discussed for years, but now WPWA is providing the leadership
necessary to make these projects a reality. These projects will create an economic impact by
employing heavy equipment operators and engineers to remove the dams or build the fishways
according to already-developed design criteria. The Conservancy is hoping to eventually
contribute staff time to these and other restoration projects in the watershed, building on the
partnership created by WPWA, NOAA, and DEM, and facilitating their completion.

These projects will have significant environmental impact by restoring resident and
anadromous fish passage, improving flow regime, improving temperature conditions, and by
improving sediment regimes. The projects are high priorities from a watershed-wide perspective
and, when completed, will create new restoration opportunities elsewhere in the watershed when
complete. Dam safety issues will be resolved by completing these projects as well, minimizing
the risk of catastrophic flooding to downstream residents.

The Conservancy is fully supportive of WPWA’s application and would be happy to discuss
our interest in the projects at any time. Please contact me if I can be of further assistance or
answer any questions.

Sincerely,

i Cy g

Kevin Essington
Director, Pawcatuck Borderlands Project

cc: Janet Coit, Kathleen Wainwright, Mark Smith (TNC)



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Southern New England - New York Bisht Coastal Program
50 Bend Roud
Charlestown, Rhode Island 02813
Telephone: (401) 364-9124  Fax: (401)364-0170
Craig Woolcott :
NOAA Office of Habitat Conservation, NOAA Fisheries
1315 East West Highway, Rm 14853
Stlver Spring, MD 20910
RE: NOAA’s Coastal and Murine Habitat Restoration Project Grants under the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act: Wood Paweatuck Watershed Association (WPWA) Restoring Diadromous Fish
Passage to the Pawcatuck River, Shannock, R1L

Dear Mr. Woolcotl,

The ULS. Fish and Wildlife Service. Region 3 is pleased to support the Wood Pawcatuck Watershed
Association’s (WPWA) Restoring Diadromous Fish Passage to the Paweatuck River, Shannock,

proposal for NOAA's Coastal wd Marine Habitat Restoration Project Grants wider the Anerican Recovery
and Reinvestment Aet funding. This riverine habitat restoration would further our mission to protect and
recover federal trust species through local, state, and federal partnerships.

The coast-wide diadromous fish stocks that include; Alewife (Alosa pseudoharengusy, Bluchack berring
(Alosa aestivalis)y, American shad (Alosa sapidissimay and American cel (Anguilla rostrata) populations
have experienced alanning declines in recent years. These fish stocks have been severely inpacted by
dams and other obstructions in rivers, hydropower plants, overfishing, and more recently predation mi
competition. Habitat restoration actions to reverse these trends are imperative,

The Pawecatuck River watershed has been targeted by NOAA and USFWS as a regionally important fishery
restoration priority as well as a high priority for the State of Rhode Island restoration progran. As carly as
1992 an Interstate Management Plan, for The Pawceatuck River Estuary and Littde Narragansett Bay also
prioritizes restoration of anadromous fish passage in the Paweatuck River system as a goal.  Specific
barriers and potential fish passage aliernatives at the Lower Shannock and Horseshoe Falls dams are
outlined in the RIDEM 2002 Strategic Plan for the Restoration of Anadromous Fishes to Rhode Istand
Coastal Streams. The Service working with NOAA, NRCS, RI DEM, WPWA and other NGO s throngh
its Purtners for Wildlife, Coastal and Fisheries Programs have provided signiticant technical assistance and
funding to develop the Shannock Fish Passage Feasibility Study and the Caltural Resources Assessment.
The grant under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding will support the preficred
alternatives indentified in the study for fishery restoration: full removal of the Lower Shanmock Falls Dam
and Kenyon Mill Dam as well as the addition of a Denil Fish Ladder at Horseshoe Falls. This priority
habitat restoration will achieve fish passage restoration to nearly 1300 acres of spawning habitat associated
with Wordens Pond and the upper Pawcatuck River,

We strongly endorse this project for funding under the NOAA Coastal and Marine Habitat Restoration
Project Grants under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. This habitat restoration proicet
partnership has invested years of planning to make this project viable and it is shovel-ready.

Sincerely,

) ‘f‘// S A I B
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Shaven Marino, Project Leader



Rhode island Sea Grant

URI Graduate School of Oceanography
Narragansett, Rl 02882

tel: 401.874.6800

web: seagrant.gso.uri.edu

Rhode Island Sea Grant o ‘
- Program Administration

17 March 2009

Christopher J. Fox

Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203B Arcadia Road

Hope Vdalley, R 02832

Dear Chris,
Please accept this letter as assent of support for the efforts of WPWA to remove barriers

to the migration of anadromous fishes in the Pawcatuck River watershed. Free movement of
water and fish between estuary and headwaters is an important aspect of sustaining healthy
coastal ecosystems, and in promoting the concepts and implementation of ecosystem-based
management. Rnhode Island Sea Grant strongly supports these concepts and encourages such
efforts that promote increased porosity between saltwater and freshwater habitats.

Rhode Island Sea Grant has engaged in past efforts for improving management of the
Pawcatuck River and estuary interstate resource (e.g., interstate management plan; water
management plan}, and supports WPWAs efforts to remove barriers to anadromous fish
movement and to restore runs of these fish in the watershed ecosystem. Rhode Island Sea Grant
is currently engaged in developing a project in partnership with WPWA to assess the potential for
the enhancement of sea-run brook trout in the Pawcatuck River watershed, and their receipt of
funds from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 to remove barriers to
anadromous fish in the watershed would improve the odds of success in our partner effort
considerably.

Rhode Isiand Sea Grant endorses the WPWA request for funds to support their work on
the restoration of anadromous fish runs in the Wood and Pawcatuck River systems, and considers
an investment in their efforts as both meaningful and woerthwhile, and that such investment will
pay dividends in enhanced ecosystem health and recreational fishing opportunities for all
communities sharing watershed resources.

Sincerely,

Barry A, Costa-Pierce, Director
Rhode Island Sea Grant



Michael R. Bottaro
36 Plantation Drive
Saunderstown, RI 02874
(401) 474-5778

March 18, 2009

Mr. Christopher J. Fox

Executive Director

Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203B Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, RI 02832

Re: Pawcatuck River Projects
Dear Mr. Fox:

I write in support of WPWA'’s application for project funding
relating to the restoration of stream continuity on the Pawcatuck River.

Just last weekend, my family traveled along portions of the
Pawcatuck River. While many of the mills and homes of yesteryear have
come and gone along the Pawcatuck, the late winter sunshine reflected
majestically off the lively river. We could see the potential for the
Pawcatuck River not simply to persevere, but to thrive as a home to a
variety of aquatic species, including ultimately, wild trout.

Now is the time to restore this river as a healthy natural habitat
and WPWA'’s planned projects would meet this worthy goal. As a fly
fisherman and member of Trout Unlimited and the Wood River Fly
Fishing Club, I understand how important river restoration is to our
community in terms of education, recreation, and conservation for future
generations.

Please pass along my enthusiastic support for WPWA’s Pawcatuck
River projects.

Sincerely,

Michael R. Bottaro



Burt Strom
418 Pond Street
Wakefield, RI 02879

March 15, 2009

Chris Fox

Executive Director

Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203B Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, RI1 02832

Dear Chris:

It has come to my attention that WPWA is applying for funding for certain projects
involving restoration to stream continuity on the Pawcatuck River.

As outlined in your letter, the completion of these projects will help restore upstream
migration on the river that has been obstructed until now by dams and damage.
Restoration of this stream continuity would be of historic and environmental
consequence.

It has my heart felt support and I know that my friends in Trout Unlimited, the Wood
River Fly Fishing Club. the United Fly Tyers of Rhode Island. the Salt Pond Coalition
and others feel the same way.

Please let me know of any assistance that [ can provide.

Sincerely,

Burt Strom



Robert A. Santos
3 Cross Street
West Warwick, RI 02893

March 15, 2009

Chris Fox

Executive Director

Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203B Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, RI 02832

Dear Mr. Fox:

It has come to my attention that WPWA is applying for funding for certain projects
involving restoration to stream continuity on the Pawcatuck River.

As outlined in your letter, the completion of these projects will help restore upstream
migration on the river that has been obstructed until now by dams and damage.

Restoration of this stream continuity would be of historic and environmental
consequence.

It has my heart felt support and I know that my friends in Trout Unlimited, the Wood
River Fly Fishing Club, the United Fly Tyers of Rhode Island, the Salt Pond Coalition
and others feel the same way.

Please let me know of any assistance that | can provide.

Sincerely,

F)o:‘} Samtos

Robert A. Santos



/o f:c > Jim Jaques
o { “”‘*“‘Kwij 395 Shippee Road
L A7 East Greenwich, Rl 2818

March 16,2009

Chris Fox

Executive Director

Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203B Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, Rl 02832

Dear Mr. Fox:

| understand that the WPWA is requesting funds for projects pertaining to the Pawcatuck River.
Stream restoration is an important practice for the well-being of the natural habitatand lam a
proponent of any such undertaking.

This river is important to the health of Rhode Island’s watershed and the maintenance of these
waterways is critical to its success. | applaud any effort that safeguards our native environment
and hope you achieve your objective.

Sinder ours,

im Jaque



Ron Marafioti
40 Kristen Court
Warwick, RI 02888

March 19, 2009

Chris Fox

Executive Director

Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203B Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, RI 02832

Dear Chris:

I am a recent transplant from the Commonwealth of Virginia. Based on discussions about
trout fishing and kayak paddling in a couple of the neighboring community angler
meeting spots (particularly the River & Riptide Anglers in Coventry), I joined the WPWA
and participated in the fly tying class held in your Hope Valley facility earlier this month.
Through Burt Strom at the local Trout Unlimited, I heard that WPWA is applying for
Junding for certain projects involving restoration to stream continuity on the Pawcatuck
River.

As outlined in your recent letter, the completion of these projects will help restore
upstream migration on the river that has been obstructed until now by dams and other
obstructions. Restoration of this stream continuity would be of historic and
environmental consequence.

Your efforts have my heart felt support and I know that my angling friends in Trout
Unlimited and other local fishing/conservation organizations feel the same way.

Please let me know of any assistance that I can provide.

Sincerely,

Ron Marafioti



John Richardson
48 South Road
North Hampton, NH 03862

March 16, 2009

Chris Fox

Executive Director

Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203B Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, RI 02832

Dear Chris:

Though friends at TU, it has come to my attention that WPWA is applying for funding
for certain projects involving restoration to stream continuity on the Pawcatuck River.

As outlined in your letter, the completion of these projects will help restore upstream
migration on the river that has been obstructed until now by dams and damage.
Restoration of this stream continuity would be of historic and environmental
consequence.

[ am writing you to support this worthy undertaking. I look forward to hearing that the
project is funded.

Sincerely,

R e

p o
’i’«w”j e

John Richardson



Town of Richmond, Rhode Island

TOWN HALL, WYOMING, RI 02898

Mary E. Morgan
Town Clerk/Probate Clerk

October 6, 2005

Dr. Lynn Tondat Ruggeri
Chairperson

Conservation Commission
9 Fox Ridge Drive
Wyoming, RI 02898

Re: Fish Passage Project, Shannock Falls
Dear Lynn:

The Richmond Town Council, at their meeting held on Tuesday October 4, 2005,
unanimously voted to approve your request to apply for one or more state or federal
grants to conduct a Feasibility Study for assessing passage alternatives for diadromous
fishes at the Lower and Upper Falls Dams in Shannock Village and your request that the
Town Planner participate in the work tasks associated with coordinating and managing
the Feasibility Study. It is the understanding that there will be no financial commitment
from the Town of Richmond.

Please contact me, if you have any questions.

Ce: Lori Urso. Executive Director
Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association
Melanie Jewett. Town Planner



Broderick Macari
P.O. Box 529
Oneco, CT 06373
860-564-1662

December 1, 2007

Caitlin Chaffee

RI Coastal Resources Management Council
Stedman Government Center, Suite 3

4808 Tower Hill Road

Wakefield, RI1 02879

Dear Ms. Chaffee:

This letter is written in support of the funding proposal submitted by Wood-Pawcatuck
Watershed Association to the RI Coastal and Estuary Habitat Restoration Trust, entitled
“Restoring Fish Passage on the Upper Pawcatuck River: Phase I — Lower Shannock
Falls”.

I am the current owner of record of the parcel identified on Map 10D Lot 11-2 in the
Town of Richmond, which includes the former Knowles Mill parcel and the adjacent

i ower Shannock Falls dam. I am presently under contract with the Town of Richmond
for the Purchase and Sale of this property, pending environmental remediation currently
111 progress.
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
New England Field Office
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Concord, New Hampshire 03301-5087

December 15, 2005

Mes. Lori Urso, Executive Director
Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Assaciation
203b Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, Rl 02832

Dear Ms. Urso:

We would like to take this opportunity to express U. S. Fich and Wildlife Service support for your
offorts to secure funding toward a feasibility analysis of methods for providing diadromous fish
passage at the Lower and Upper Shannock dams, located on the Pawcatuck River in Richmond,
Rhode Island. The Feasibility Stady would provide valuable information which will be used by the
project partners to determine the preferred alternative for securing fish passage through the affected
area.

Buth the Lower and Upper Shannock dams function ag barriers to upstream fish migration and as
impediments to downstream migration. Fish passage af these dams would provide migratory species
{e.g., Atlantic salmon, American ghad and river herring) access to habitat upstream from Shannock
Village. Additionally, the dams represent af least a partial barrier to upstream movements of
American eel. Therefore, the project, depending on the passage alternatives chosen, may benefit
American eel as well.

The Feasibility Study is the first step in the process of restoring access to historical spawning and/or
rearing habitat for diadromous fish species native to the watershed. Therefore, obtaining funding to
conduct the analysis is critical to moving the project forward.

We look forward to working with your organization and other partners as this project moves forward.
If you have any questions, please contact Melissa Grader at (413) 548-9138, extension 18.

William Neidermyer
Asgistant Supervisor, Federal Projects
New England Field Office



Narragansett Bay Estuary Program
URI Bay Campus, Box 27
Narragansett, Rl 02882

(401) 874-6492

www.nbep.org

13 December 2005

Ms. Megan Higgins, Esg.

Rl Coastal Resources Management Council
Oliver Stedman Government Center

4808 Tower Hill Road, Suite 3

Wakefield, Rl 02879

RE: Coastal and Estuary Habitat Restoration Program and Trust Fund Proposal
Shannock Village Dams Fish Passage Projects, Richmond, R..

Dear Ms. Higgins:

The purpose of this letter is to express the unqualified support of the Narragansett Bay Estuary Program for
the application by the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association for funding from the R.l. Coastal and
Estuary Habitat Restoration Program and Trust Fund to conduct a Feasibility Study (FS) for purposes of
restoring diadromous fish passage at the Shannock Village Dams, Richmond, Rhode Island.

The Wood-Pawcatuck River system is among the most important watersheds in the state for both
freshwater and diadromous fishery resources. NBEP, the R.I. Dept. of Environmental Management, U.S.
Fish and Wildiife Service, and other state and federal partners have made significant investments in fish
passage facilities on the mainstem of the Pawcatuck. As a result, diadromous fish passage is possible on
the main stem of the Pawcatuck, and a short way up the eastern branch of the Pawcatuck, above its
confluence with the Wood River.

passage due to the presence of the large dam at Alton. The eastern branch of the Pawcatuck, as covered
by this proposal, therefore represents the single best opportunity to improve fish passage on the Wood-
Pawcatuck system and one of the best fish passage restoration opportunities in the state. It is the hope
and belief of the Narragansett Bay Estuary Program that, on completion of this F S, the Wood-Pawcatuck
Watershed Association and its partners will be able to implement fish passage restoration on the entire
eastern branch of the Pawcatuck, to Wordens Pond, which holds enormous potential as spawning habitat

The NBEP is one of the 28 National Estuary Programs
for information see WWwW.Epa. gov/owow/estuaries
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for anadromoys heming. NBEP believes that the o Ome of this Project wij Provide major ecological,
€conomic ang Cultural benefits for citizens of Rhode Island. We have Supported thig Project since jtg
incepﬁon, and stang ready continue tp Provide technicaj Support and fyp, ing, as ayaj) ble through
implementation.
Thank You, Megan, for your Consideration of this reco Ndation. |f| Can provige any additiona
mformatron, Please do ng esitate to cajf Me at (401) 874-6497
Smcerely
e}
Thomas Ardito

Director of Policy & Communicaﬁons
Narragansett Bay Estuary Program

Ce:

Lori Urso, Wood-p

awcatuck River Watershed Council
Richard Ribb, Narragansett Bay E

Stuary Program

nat Estuafy Programs
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Rhode Island
Department of Environmental Management

DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 1y i) 5020

4808 Tower Hill Road
Wakefield, RI 02879

Christopher Fox December 9, 2008
Executive Director

Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association

203B Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, RI 02832

Dear Chris,

This letter is in response to the Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association and partners efforts to
restore anadromous fish to the upper Pawcatuck River. The proposed anadromous fish
restoration projects at Lower Shannock Falls, Horseshoe Falls, and Kenyon Mill Dam will allow
river herring to access an additional 1,300 acres of spawning and nursery habitat. Currently the
proposed dam removal alternative selected at Lower Shannock Falls (phase 1) will provide very
little additional spawning habitat but is essential for the overall success of the three-phase
project. Therefore the DEM/Division of Fish and Wildlife support the association efforts with
this restoration project. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (401) 789-

3094.
. 7
Sincerely, P /
77/ W

Mark Gibson
Acting Chief

Cc: Christine Dudley
Phil Edwards
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December 7, 7007

Lori Urso

Fxecutive Director

Wood Paweatuck Watershed Association
201 Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, Rhode Island 02832

RE: Lower Shannock Falls Dam Fish Passage
Dear Ms. Urso:

Thank you for your request before the Richmond Town Council at our December 3% meeting secking our support
for securing funds for the planning and design of the proposed Lower Falls Dam removal in Shannock Village for
purposes of restoring anadromous fish runs to the upper Pawcatuck River. The Town Council appreciates the efforts
of the Wood Paweatuck Watershed Association (WPWA), partnering with the Richmond Conservation Commission
and others to recently complete a fish passage feasibility study of the Lower and Upper Falls Dams and the Kenyon
Industry Dam. It is our understanding that the results of the feasibility study which assessed various engineering,
environmental and cultural issues and design alternatives, along with the outcome of two public informational
meetings, served in identifying the preferred alternative of removing the Lower Falls Dam. The Council appreciated
your presentation and handout materials provided to us describing the preferred alternative, and based on this
information. the Council approved by vote to support the WPWA’s efforts to secure grant funds for project planning
and design.

As you are aware, the Town of Richmond is in the process of securing the former Knowles Mill property along with
the adjoining Lower Falls Dam. The Town is thus currently owner in equity of the dam, and will become property
owner once the Knowles Mill site remediation and restoration is completed. At the December 3™ meeting, the Town
Council coincidentally approved by vote to support an application to secure grant funds supplementing previously
awarded funds to help complete the Knowles Mill project. The Town Council is encouraged and enthusiastic that
both the Knowles Mill and Lower Falls Dam projects are progressing to completion, and will soon be an invaluable
public park and river aceess.

The Town Council applauds the WPWA for parinering with the Town and pursuing the Lower Falls Dam fish
passage project that will help in restoring important natural resources to our community, and leading to the
enjoyment, stewardship and sound conservation of these river resources by our citizens,

iﬁwn € nu'zu% Prf sident

oo Richmond Conservation Commission
Dienige Stetson
Mary Morgan



4540 SO. COUNTY TRAIL

CHARLESTOWN,
Jodi P. LaCroix, CMC RHODE ISLAND 02813
Town Clerk
Tel (401) 364-1200
Clerk of Probate Court Fax (401) 364-1238

Clerk to the Board of Canvassers e-mail: clerk@charlestownri.org

TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN

January 10, 2006

Lori Urso, Executive Director

Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203 Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, RT 02832

Dear Mrs. Urso:

At the regularly scheduled Town Council meeting held January 9, 2006, the Town
Council voted to support your grant proposals to Coastal Resources Management Council
and American Rivers to conduct a feasibility study of fish passage at the upper and lower
Shannock dams.

I have checked my files for any documentation regarding the property purchase the Town
of Charlestown made in 1995 as you requested and could find nothing showing who
owns the dam.

If you should need further information, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
}) {)a,gw‘/’o jﬁz (: écc,w,,
Jodi P. LaCroix, CMC
Town Clerk

cc: Richmond Town Council
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

- New England Field Office
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Concord, New Hampshire 03301-5087

December 15, 2005

Ms. Lori Urso, Executive Director
Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203b Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, RI 02832

Dear Ms. Urso:

We would like to take this opportunity to express U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service support for your
efforts to secure funding toward a feasibility analysis of methods for providing diadromous fish
passage at the Lower and Upper Shannock dams, located on the Pawcatuck River in Richmond,
Rhode Island. The Feasibility Study would provide valuable information which will be used by the
project partners to determine the preferred alternative for securing fish passage through the affected

area.

Both the Lower and Upper Shannock dams function as barriers to upstream fish migration and as
impediments to downstream migration. Fish passage at these dams would provide migratory species
(e.g., Atlantic salmon, American shad and river herring) access to habitat upstream from Shannock
Village. Additionally, the dams represent at least a partial barrier to upstream movements of
American eel. Therefore, the project, depending on the passage alternatives chosen, may benefit
American eel as well.

The Feasibility Study is the first step in the process of restoring access to historical spawning and/or
rearing habitat for diadromous fish species native to the watershed. Therefore, obtaining funding to
conduct the analysis is eritical to moving the project forward.

We look forward to working with your organization and other partners as this project moves forward.
If you have any questions, please contact Melissa Grader at (413) 548-9138, extension 8.

Si;(::/;léz‘“./ﬂ% 9 ‘MU}(L/MW?///Z

William Neidermyer
Assistant Supervisor, Federal Projects
New England Field Office
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October 31, 2005

Ms. Lori Urso, Executive Director
Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203 Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, Rhode Island 02832

Dear Ms. Urso:
Please be advised that the Division of Fish and Wildlife is in support

of the proposed feasibility study considering fish passage at the Lower
Shannock and Upper Shannock Fall dams. The Division of Fish and
Wildlife manages the diadromous fisheries resource of the Pawcatuck River
Watershed and concurs with the need for this feasibility and analysis.  Fish
passage at these two dams will provide access to very important habitat and
significantly improve the existing runs.

""" S“mcer ely,

fgﬁﬂg O'Brien e

/ / Deputy Chief



Richmond Conservation Commission
Richmond Town Hall, Wyoming, RJ 02898

October 7, 2005

Lori Urso

Executive Director

Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association
203-B Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, Rhode Island 02832

RE: Shannock Falls Fish Passage, Richmond, RI
Dear Ms. Urso:

The Richmond Conservation Commission (RCC) is pleased to provide strong support and
participation in the proposed diadromous fish passage project on the Pawcatuck River in
Shannock Village, Richmond, Rhode Island. As you know, the RCC seeks to protect,
conserve and restore water resources in our town, and this project well serves in
addressing these goals. River herring, Atlantic salmon, American shad and American eel
are important fishery resources and are clear symbols of our town's heritage. Please note
that the RCC has sought and secured approval from the Richmond Town Council for
participating in this exciting project, and we are committed to assisting you in seeking
grant funding for project assessment, design and implementation. The Town Council has
also approved the participation of Ms. Melanie Jewett, the Town Planner, to serve in an
advisory role in order to assist you and the RCC manage and review materials for the
proposed feasibility study. Combined, the active participation by the RCC and the Town
Planner will contribute significant in-kind services to the project that can be applied as
match for the state and federal grants. We plan to track person hours expended
throughout the project.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this important restoration project, and we
look forward to working with you and the other project partners in conducting the
feasibility study for diadromous fish passage at the two dams in Shannock Village. Please
do not hesitate to contact me for any further information.

Sincerelys.
7 ”
Lynn Tondat»Rnggeri%A
Chairperson, Richmond ‘Conservation Commission

Phone: 539-0194
Email: Itruggeri@verizon.net

ce: M. Jewett
K. Gosper




Lori Urso s

Executive Director

Wood Pawacatuck Watershed Association
203 Arcadia Road

Hope Valley, Rhode Island 02832

RE:  Horseshoe Dam Property, Town of Charlestown
Shannock Falls Dam Feasibility Study

Dear Ms. Urso:

I'am writing the Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association (WPWA) to express my
support for the study to assess alternatives for fish passage at the Upper Falls Dam
(Horseshoe Dam) site. It is my understanding that the WPWA and the Town of
Richmond Conservation Commission have applied for federal and state grant funds to
complete the study. As a private property owner, who’s property abuts the Upper Falls
Dam, I support the study and the installation of a fishway that will result in restoring
anadromous fish runs to the upper river.

I'would like to be involved in discussing the options for a potential fishway on my
property should the study move forward. It is my understanding that you will be
contacting me once the study begins to discuss how a fishway could be located on my
property. I look forward to discussing this issue with you and the project consultant so
my interests can be clearly addressed.

Thank you for moving this project along.

Sincegely,
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CRMC announces funding for six habitat restoration projects

January 29, 2008, WAKEFIELD — The RI Coastal Resources Management Council has awarded funding for
six habitat restoration projects through its Rl Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration Trust Fund.

The Councit approved the funding at the January 22 semi-monthly meeting in Providence. Projects
approved for funding include fish passage restoration projects on the Ten Mile, Woonasquatucket,
Blackstone and Pawcatuck Rivers, as well as a salt marsh restoration project located at Silver Creek Salt
Marsh in Bristol. The remainder of the funding will be used to purchase low ground pressure equipment for
the R.I. Department of Environmental Management (DEM), which will be made available for use in habitat
restoration projects statewide.

“The CRMC is encouraged by the number and quality of restoration projects it received this year and the
now extremely competitive proposal process,” said CRMC Chairman Michael M. Tikoian. “It is great to see
all of the good that has been done with the help of these funds through the years — numerous habitat
restoration projects, fish ladder construction projects and continued support of other related work. Rhode
Island’s coastal and estuarine habitats will be greatly improved through these efforts and we look forward to
seeing the results of this work.”

The DEM was awarded $100,000 toward the construction of Denil fishways and eel passages at Omega
Pond Dam, Hunts Mill Dam and Turner Reservoir Dam on the Ten Mile River in East Providence. The new
fishways will restore anadromous fish runs for river herring and American shad and the new eel passages
will connect the Ten Mile River with Narragansett Bay, restoring prime fish habitat that is currently limited by
obstructions. The Ten Mile River project has been identified by DEM as the most important fish passage
restoration project in the state. When completed, it will provide 340 acres of spawning habitat for alewives,
and approximately 3 miles of riverine spawning habitat for blueback herring and American shad.

The Council awarded $40,000 to the Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council for restoration of fish
passage at Paragon Dam on the Woonasquatucket River in Providence. This project is part of a larger effort
to restore fish passage on the lower Woonasquatucket River. The first fish ladder was installed at Rising
Sun Mills last year and partially funded through the Trust Fund. The project partners are now working to
remove Paragon Dam, which is located a quarter-mile upstream from the Rising Sun Mills fish ladder.

The Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association will receive $35,000 from the Trust Fund toward planning for
fish passage restoration at the Lower Shannock Falls Dam in Richmond. The removal of Shannock Falls
Dam and abandonment of the adjacent mill race is the next step in the effort to restore fish passage in the
upper Pawcatuck River. This work will open the Pawcatuck River system to nearly 1,300 acres of upstream
spawning and rearing habitat for anadromous fish.

The Blackstone River Watershed Council will receive $35,000 to restore anadromous fish passage across
two dams on the lower Blackstone River in Pawtucket. This project is part of a larger effort to restore
anadromous fish runs on the Blackstone River that have been obstructed for almost 200 years by human-
built structures. The project will improve the Blackstone River ecosystem, increase recreational opportunities
and provide economic benefits for the towns of Pawtucket, Central Falls, Cumberland and Lincoln.

The Council awarded $10,000 to the Town of Bristol for the restoration of the Silver Creek Salt Marsh, a 13-
acre tidal estuary on the eastern shore of Bristol Harbor. The creek is tidally restricted by an old railroad
bridge, the Route 114 Bridge and a town-owned foot bridge. These restrictions have impounded freshwater,
diminished connectivity with the Bay and have allowed for Phragmites australis expansion in the salt marsh.
The project goals include improvement of tidal fiow and flushing, restoration of the native salt marsh plant
community, and reduction of mosquito breeding habitat.

The Trust Fund also provided $5,000 to the DEM Mosquito Abatement Coordination Unit for the purchase of
low-ground-pressure utility vehicle equipment that will be used to transport soil excavated from salt marsh
water management projects to upland disposal sites. It can also be used to spray herbicide in Phragmites
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control projects. The equipment is made available for use in restoration projects statewide, and is often used
as a source of non-federal, “in-kind” match for federal funding.

This year's approval also includes a new contingency list of projects. In the case that a funded project
cannot move forward, the funds awarded to that project will be reallocated to the highest ranked project on

the contingency list.

Habitat restoration projects are funded through the RI Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration Trust Fund
and are selected from recommendations by the Rl Habitat Restoration Team, established by CRMC, Save
The Bay and the Narragansett Bay Estuary Program in 1998. Members of the team serve as a technical
advisory committee for the CRMC as required by law. Funds for the program come from the state’s Oil Spill
Prevention Administration and Response Act (OSPAR), established by the legislature following the 1996
North Cape oil spill. Each year, the Trust Fund and CRMC receive $225,000 from the OSPAR account to
fund habitat restoration projects in the state. To date and including this year, the Trust Fund has awarded
$1.2 million for 40 projects, which have leveraged more than $11 million in matching funds. This year's
funding leveraged more than $3.3 million, at a leverage ratio of 15:1. The full 2007-2008 Coastal and

Estuarine Habitat Restoration Trust Fund report will be available on CRMC's web site at
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